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MSMQRARDUM FOR: 
VIA: 

SUBJECT: 


Director of Central Intelligence 
Deputy Director (Plans) 

Attached Memoranda from the Department of 3t 


1. This luervorandum suggests action on the part of tile DCI. The 
requested action in contained in paragraph k. 


2, The attached memoranda prepared by Assistant Secretary of 
State Andrew H. Berding and his staff regarding the anniversary of 
the Hungarian uprising were sent to Secretary Dulles for an action 
decision. After reading them Secretary Dulles returned them to Mr. 
Berding with the following remarks: (a) "If these reconsaendationr, 
are carried out what will it do for the Hungarian people!" and (b) 

"I would like to have the vie* of my brother and his staff on this 
subject before making a final decision." 

3. We have reviewed these memoranda and agree that it would be 
desirable to have an official U.3 . position made public on the 
occasion of the October 23rd anniversary. However, we think that the 
approach could be more creative than 'that developed in the proposed 
statement for the President. In fact, we think that the statement as 
drafted could be criticised as merely further merchandising of hope 
which we feel is an undesirable thing for the President of the United 
States to engage in and which, in fact, might be repugnant to a 
majority of the Hungarian people. We also feel that though the October 

23rd date i s marked officially and publicly by the United States 

Government J ~ 

/ 

k. It is recommended that you authorize us to transmit the 
attached letter through official channels to the Department of State 
as our reply to the Secretary. 
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- - Septmeber 12, 1957 


MEMQRAHPUM FOR : The Secretary 

THROUGH* S/S 

FROM: P - Andrew H. Berdlng 

SUBJECT: Anniversary of the Hungarian Uprising 


Di scussion : 

Apropos of our discussion on Hungary the other day, I suggest that 
thought he given now to the observance on a world-wide basis of the 
first anniversary of the Hungarian uprising. The purpose is to keep 
this issue alive before world public opinion. To obtain maximum 
effectiveness on this occasion, I believe that official United States 
participation, of course, should not be overplayed. A brief, dignified 
message by the President would, however, be Best desirable as It would 
Bet the tone for activities which might be undertaken by private groups 
in the United States and private and governmental groups abroad. A 
suggested message along this line is attached for your consideration (Tab A). 

I believe we should select October 23 as the date to observe this 
anniversary. This was the day the overt revolt began, marked by mass 
demonstrations, the pulling down of the Stalin statue and fighting with 
the security police. The other possible date, which is less desirable, 
would be Jfoveraber k which marks the culmination of the suppression of the 
revolt by the Soviets. 

Provided you approve that it Is in the United States interest to 
observe this occasion, the following actions might be taken: 

1. A Presidential statement j 

2. A statement by Ambassador Lo^ e J 

3* C omme morative services in leading Protestant and Catholic 
churches in the United States and abroad j 


4. Consultation 
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4. Consultation with friendly governments likely to cooperate* 

5* A round-up of statements by Hungarian refugees settled in the 
United States, concerning their new lives j USIA would be in a position 
to prepare this for overseas attention! 

6. A television network program based on the anniversary, the 
kinescope of which could be picked up by USIA ^ sent abroad . 

Recommend at ion t 

(1) That you approve of the desirability of observing the first 
anniversary of the Hungarian uprising on October 23, 1957. 

Approve ____ 

Disapprove 


(2) That you authorize me to coordinate appropriate activities 
which might be undertaken on this occasion* 


Approve 

Disapprove 

(3) That you sign the attached memorandum to the President enclosing 
a suggested statement for release on October 23. 


Concurrences : 


IQ - 


P sAHBerd ing sRAnder son* emh 
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Subject : Anniversary of the Hungarian Uprising 


the first anniversary of the Hungarian uprising 
Kill occur on October 23 » This Sate marks the beginning 
of the overt revolt , mess demonstrations , conflicts 
vith the security police, and the pulling down of the 
Stalin statue. The solemn observance of this occasion 
In the United States and abroad will contribute towards 
keeping this issue olive before world public opinion, 
particularly at a time when the General Assembly is in 
session and might be seised with the Hungarian question. 

I am enclosing a suggested statement which you 
might wish to make on October 23. If you approve, I 
plan to transmit your statement prior to October 23 to 
United States officials here and abroad who might be 
participating in functions commemorating the anniversary. 


John Foster Dulles 


Inclosure: 

Suggested Statement 


FUUndersonihrah I/12/5T 
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ggSSS&ZD STASSWBHT 

f o to y marks * solemn occasion. One year ago, on October 23/ 
the Hungarian people rose against their oppressors. By 
aerly Hovember the national uprising had been brutally P ut aovn 
by the Soviets. But the f lores love of freedom vhioh quickened 
it lives on# as an inspiration to all who possess liberty and 

cher ish it, sad to all who seek it, 

X ask you, my fellow Araer leans, on this day to pause end 
pay tribute in your minds and hearts to the valor of these 
gungsrlaaa who gave their lives last year, an d to the free 
spirit of the Hungarian people that will newer die. 

let us remember the heritage of hard-won liberty that is 

ours* 

Let u* rededioate ourselves to the seerch for a world where 

there is true peace and .Justice for all men. 

Let us, by every peaceful means, do our part in the quest 
for a H ungar ian nation that is as free aa it is trews, 

PlSWilkineonsdfetfc 9/12/57 
HURsGrVestifc 9/13/57 
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September 13, 1957 


TO* 

The Secretary 


THROUGH j 

s/s 


FH0MJ 

10 - Walter 5. Walmsley 


SUBJECT: 

Anniversary of the Hungarian 
(Memorandum 9/12/57 from P - 

Uprising 
Mr. Berding} 


10 concurs in the attached memorandum from Mr. Berding 
regarding the anniversary of the Hungarian uprising, with the 
following reservations i 

(1) We would prefer at this time not to recommend a 
statement by the President for propaganda purposes, believing 
this could be done for these purposes by a Departmental 
statement and one by Ambassador Lodge. There is the 
probability that a Presidential statement would generate 
additional pressures to try to do impracticable things 
about the Hungarian people. 

(2) We very seriously question the round-up of statements 
by Hungarian refugees for broadcasting abroad. 


Walter H. Walmsley 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 


10 i WBWalms ley t hed 
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on the subject of the 
iaivtrwy of the Hungarian Uprising 


.. ** W^ity A requested that Identity B oommxt personally on 

the attached Ewaoranda. 

... *♦ L _ I fg— a that it would be desirable to have an 

£ 00 October 23rd. | | agrees that it would 

to have a Presidential statement and appropriate 
ua jiif -h'^ative services in the churches of 1dm Ufaited States as well aa 
2J5 Wroprtot. «t±rtti« l, r tart* orwa^tSn! 

!»^«*mUy be interested in this occasion, it is sugge^TtiSt 
ZUL ,., ob i ” r vaoc U b ? . 00 tetobme 27th, the first Sunday after the 
J* I I J»ii«ves that the tone of any public statements 

votiA any way haply an official U.«. position 
2 *f? i *° pes * Bwa * ™ suggest that the draft 

^ Pww ^ t '°® r ®“ c « t to provide for a broader purpose 
then merely a message of hope to the Hungarian people. 

„,., 1 f ,, our oplalon the President *s statement carry the 

32S i*** 1 *!® ^ tbe 3t » t * 8 «* the VeetTgenSS 

a ^tioa to toe problem of Hungary. This was the 

5Sr«£ £m i£2T •». »• u «> 

ha 4 a«d _ a a 
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he da«t^Jt to call — :dJ*!?f* T * s ***** **** Btateffl ® at should 25 * 

^ T tf" wa <sau. attention to our support of the UH Oensral Asaenfeiv 

resolution on Hungry and the fact that we intend to cooperate with p r L»c« 

Rinatas «rt to Ml . elution an bJLSITS 

v cn the Hungarian prablssu She message mlaht also 4 -k 

continuing Boviet repression of the Hungarian people in J? e 

resolutions sdnwf^ by t-he rw»*** ~ L, , „ defiance of the 

aesfears. I T wLld S^rZZ^if^ ******* of the United Rations 
tT5l ta.« L* prapered to use its assets which are unattributabie 

«niT«Mr y . 


*» ,***■ «»“** ItUms 

refugees should be encouraged and SiS3 ffiaa 

sefliss. w^Mwi^seo ana snoaifl be broadcast over toe unofficial 
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SUBJICTi Attached Memoranda on the subject of the 
Anniversary of the Hun gar ian Uprising 


A* In addition to marking the occasion of the October 23rd 
anniversary of the Hungarian unrising, I I believes that it is 

seat Important to remind the people of the world of the anniversary 
of -fee cruel Soviet repression of this uprising cm Hovemb er H, a 
repression that still continues today. It is believed if I 
concurs that it would be desirable for I I assets to generate 
wide-spread attention to the Soveaher 4 date and the Soviet repression 
for which it stands. This would be done, of course, without 
attribution to the United States Gtoveiument . I I in this campaign 

would give primary attention to continuing the theses developed by 
Ambassador lodge in his General Assembly speech: the details of 
the Soviet suppression including the i ll eg a l trials, the death 
sentences , the deportations, and the re-creation of slave-labor camps 
as well as the details of the broken promisee made by the Kadar 
regime to the people of Sungary. It is suggested that the official 
interest of the United States cm this occasion might best be expressed 
by a sequel speech by Ambassador Lodge. 
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